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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

Lone. Orville S. Carpsater, Chalimen
Texnd Unemployment Compengation Commiss

Austip, Texss

Dear 5ir:

-kpru 10, 199
whiah read ;

§ ig and eurrsat calendar year,
u on whish tbe business was ao-
L and the person Iroz whom the
bu.sinou was mequired, if the sequisi-
tion was mbseqmt ta January 1, 1938,

The emioaim hag beaen reguested
by the Texas Vorlé's Falr Commisslon,
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Hon. Orville S, Carpenter, April 14, 1939, Puge 2

Inc., to subrdit to them a list of all
enployers covered by the Texas Unamploy-
ment Caupensation Act. MNay we make these
reports of statug avallable to the Texas
durldts Fair Commission, Inc. in order

. that they might obtain from them the
names of the employers?™

You request the oplnion of this depart=
ment as to whether ths Texas Unemployment Compen-
sation Conmission may legally make the reports of
status required of employing units availabls to
the Texas World's Falr Comrigsion, Ins. in ordcr
that the latter might obtain from sald reparts the
names of the ezployers,

¥e have mbjoctod %o olose examination

allthe terms and m-ortho!mlma-
ployment Compensat Artiohwhbef'hr— "
m'amtcmcivu ocluding new matter

added by emendment in Senate Bina:l.. 48th lLegis-
lature 4f the gtate of Texas, in our search for

either express authorization or express prohibition
of such a &lsclosure.

Sestion 9(e) of Arti “@,-b Yernonts

{same belng Section 11{e) in offf{eial copy of act
with amsndments) containg the cmtmlnx m

sions. It ia the only section of the

Ve quote 1t in ‘:’.’iﬁ‘,“"‘“‘:’“ﬁ:&"‘ ud:::o;gng th;u

. He quo ss fo s un

seotions which are most porunents

'(o) Records E.f rtn: mhu--

omt. cnplomt rooom containing
suoh information s the omaion may
presoribe and which 1is deamed necessary
to the proper administration of this
Aet, B8uch resords shall bs gpen to in-
spsction and subjeot to being oopled
by the Cannission or its authorized -
representatives. of any reagponabvls time
and as often as may be nessusary. The
Commission may require from’any employ-
Ing unitv a

=8y gWoFR of ingword reporta,
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with respect to persons employed by 1it,

whiol the Commisslon deems necessary ror

the effective adminlatration of this Act.
ormatiIon thus obtalned e not be

ublished or be open to publle inapec-
on {other n to pu 0 employees 1n
& periformance o elr pu ¢ dutles
I -any-manner revea he emplo

unit's Identity.

The language quoted from the above re-
Terred to section is plain and unamdiguous., It
authorizes the Commission to examine and to.inspeot
records of employers and to require reports whioch
the Commission deems necessary, It is odbvious .
from the context that the intent of the lLegisla-
ture waa to make these reports confidential and -
closed to the public at large. The Commigsion is
expressly prohibited from publishing or revealing
in any manner the private affairs of those busi-
nese concerns and employers which come under its
Jurisdiction. It follows from the wording of the
act itself that information contained in the re-
ports may not legally be divulged by placing the
reports in the hands of parties who are not expres-
1y authorized to inspect and examine them,

We rind, therefors, an express prohibi-
tion in the Act Trestraining the Commission from
disclosing information contained in the reports
1%t requires of employing units through publication
of game or laying the records open to public in-
spection,

It 18 true that the section under dis-
cussion specifically excludes "public enmployees
in the performance of their public duties" from
the inhibition, The Texss Worldts Fair Commis-
sion, Inc., & non-private corporation, in our
opinion, doces not fall within this exemption, de-
spite its status of patriotic and civic importance,
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Ve are constrained to hold that the Texas Unenm-
ployment Coumpensation Commission is not authorized
to make reports of statts of employing units avail-
able to the Taxas ¥orld's Fair Commission, Inc.,

in order that the Commission might obtain from
these reports the names of employers,

Trusting that the above fully answers
_¥our inquiry, we are

!buri very truly
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS



